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Envoy from planet
Gethen & other

sirange worlds

Pipe-smoking US author Ursula Le Guin brings a
unique feminine slant to the man’s world of
science fiction, says ROBERT FELDMAN. Mother
of three, she is visiting Australia

“WE heard on the
static-fuzzed palace

bulletin.  that King
Argaven  had  an-
nounced his expecta-
tion of an heir. Not
another  kemmering-
son, eof which he

already had seven, but
an heir of the body, a
king-son. The king was
pregnant.”

504t gbes on the planet
Cigthen, where a person has
the Test of both worlds, with
sex mevérsible eagh moath
depending on whim.

Without o mystique of
male apgressiveness, there 15
no wir, that activity being
sublimated in “shifgrethor”™

pride rivaley.

Sekynl anrpcion  ooturs
for only n few days cach
month  when  twa  people
happen’ o reach the same
iage  simultineously  and
grow opposite sexual organs
ftor  example;  “He was
apidly going into full phuse
45§ WiHman B |

Such an ull-:r'c.liling e
of beings, with their strmnge
plumbing and their other
Hpgrnaling  unisex  institi-

tiewrs  marhame  enuld and
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I.'i.~.-.'m.|lrn:: umisEx  Inshtu-
tiins, pcrhdps could only
have sprumg  from the
LT T e B T 1 HR

As it happens Dmsuls /K.
Le Guin, the creatar «f
Crethen and other worlds, 15
headed Ay the strappe planet
of Austrdlia to be' puest of

honor in August at the warld
science fiction convention in
earihy old Melbourne.

Mrs Le Guin, of Portland.
Oregon; 15 one of the few
successful women ip owhat
used (o be 0oman’s Geld: —
science fiction.  Her book,
“The Lefi Hagd  bf
Darkness,” & o best-seller
and won the Nebula and
Hugo dwinds, the o top
prires for sdence fction,
Eleven other books have also
camed her & worldwide
folluwing

On the surface; Mrs Le
fuin 15 down-to-earth
enough, She is 45 yvears old,
the mother of three childron.
But she smokes o pipe (o
tip-off, perhaps; o
extrmterresirutl influence”;, In
her role of Envoy. she s
playing it cool.

“I'm a guest of honor and
I dom’t know exactly whal
guesis of honor do.” she

next month.

guests of honor do,” she
admitled, *1 think they gt
up and make o nice. amiable
speech. 1 haven't tlked to
very many fan groups.”

In addifion o béing in the
spothizht al the mauin show,
Mrs Le Guoin will also teach
a workshop for wrters of
sefence fetion and fuptisy
Al home in Oregon, she
conducts o course i the
subject at Portland  Sinte
University, where. her
husheind, Charles, & a
professor of French histoty,

By cointidence, he has
alko lectured on the history

al Australasia, so of course
Professor  Le  Guoin  will
bevompany his wifie on this,
his: first actual visit o the
pink lerd on the map,

Presumahly, he will at lag
Be in n position 10 observe
hiz  subject  first-hand,
githering datn no doubt on
the kemmermg habits of the
pitives, potables comsumed.
the Mymng-saucer phenome-
non called two-up, ete.

Two younger Le Guins,
Cartsline, 15, wnd Theodore,
I1, will aecompuny  their
parenis on the trp;

Interviewed by 1elephone
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Interviewed by 1elephone
at her “middle-class, down-
town™ home in Porfland, Mrs
Le Guoin el on that she first
tricd her hand af seience
fiction at the age of wen, with
a shory aboutd man who was
calen by glves.

That went unpublished.
s0 she wenl through with o
conventipnal education.
cveptually  ecamming o
baccalnoreate at  Radeliffe
College (Harvard) and a
master’s degree in Frepch at
Columbia Univessily.

In the mudst of work fora
dociorate, however, she came
1o realise that s n woman
she would be relegated
teaching first-vear students,
and prompily dropped out,

Marred 10 a “liberated™
man willing to share
houschold  and  parental
c¢hormes, My Le Guin was
nble 1o contimue hier writing
however, The successian ol
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Science fiction wriler Ursula Le Guin al her desh.

children  ithe woldest, Eliza-
beth, s 18) scireely ipjer-
feredd given her determiination.

In the early 1960 she
began 1o be published, frst
with n series ol award-win-
ming juvenide stories, then
with works in her old getire,

Science:  fiction had
changed, [t was gelling awidy
from: the “hord science™ of
robots, space  operas,  #nd
other gprmumickry nctusl
events such as men walking
on the moon, had outran
feton and made i sound
ridiculous,

Imstead, the bl o] b
seiences. of anthropology.
socology, psychology. e,
came o the fore. proving
more  challenging  and
dorable  to the eduocated
reader. The marketl grew o
mclude millions of teenagers
and university studenld not
previously hooked.

Came p pow generntion of
writérs, blurring the bound-
ary bétween  suience  and
straight.  fiction {(Kurl
Vonnegul, Ant'lmn'_n.' Burpess
and others). Umsulh Le
Guin's thoughtful, subtle
stories put her in this cliss.

Her *The Lathe of
Heaven™ is about @ man who
discovers lus dreams ane. out
of control. What he dreams
vimes true as he drepms ip —
i relative killed, a pictore
vhanped. Catastrophes ocour,
iy, when he dreams them. In
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hommor, he poes o @
Py chuitrist

The doctur trics hypnosis,
diseovers that George will
dream what he's told, 5o the
psychistrist plays god. But, ns
wie know from  Freud,
dreams like to play tricks,

Le Guin cleverly uses

this  maleral.  prodding
the reader’s sensihilities:
Even her moral that we

cannot <kund | outside  the
world and direct it bul must
be content 1wy be puart of the
whale s graccfully
developed.

In “The Dispoesssed ™ her
most redent book, Le Guin
deals with the imellect tun
amuck. Here she plays off an
pnarchical  idealist  society
agmnsl one fike our own
where money ind stalus are
the ideals.

Rot sets m among the
idealists on  Anarres, the
bleak moon  where they
sertled 170 years  ago.
Frecdom has gziven way 1o
ngidity, fear has trampled on
individuuliy

Ong man, Shevek, hops it
back to the old “corrupt”

lanet, Urras, where he hears
iis fiest hird-stng, und where
hie 15 Forced 1o re-examine his
philosophy. The theme is
haunting. in its relevance,
Swiltinn in s cutting edge.

Most of Ursulis Le Guin's
stones béar, peripherally
least on women™s lWhétuton.
On Annrres. for example. no
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one owns anything, therefore
nwu cannat be viewed as

'm all nf Mrs Le Guin's
chariiters ire men.
“I huve never beon able o
writee a female main
characier,” she admits. That
works aul quite well in the
. H5 mast ::il:nm.--
fiction ﬁmm m[&an Z
Mrs Le Guin added
den't want o write
autbbingraphies. | want to
distance mysell from my
books. That's one of the
reasons | wrile  science
fiction. 1 write nbnm alitns,
Men are aliens, too.”
Not Prof.  Le Guin,
however. He i his wifie's first

reader, gcumg her wrf“

before 1t
piblisher.

Mrs Le Guin  works
undisturbed daily from 9 am
o noon or | pm.

“Then there’s the house 1o
™ she said. “1 enjoy it
and 1 get  wemendous
support from my hushand.

“It’s hard for one person
o do two fulltime ‘Em hut
two people can
fulltime jobs without um.lm
strivin, and that's the way it
has warked out,”

Not for a moment would

ﬁiﬁuhhﬁumm&gq
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